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MCD revised budget focuses on dog shelters, pollution control

Drishti Jain
New Delhi, January 28

THE MUNICIPAL Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) has allocated a
budget of Rs 10 crore for the
construction of one dogshelter
in each of its 12 zones. MCD
Standing Committee chairper-
son Satya Sharma, while pres-
enting the Revised Budget Es-
timates for2025-26 and Budget
Estimates for 2026-27 on Wed-
nesday, said: “This will ensure
that stray dogs receive safe
shelter, treatment, and care.”
Kennels will also be built at
five new Animal Birth Control
(ABC) centres to facilitate ster-
ilisation and anti-rabies vacci-
nation of the animals, officials
said, adding that a mass anti-

rabies vaccination campaign
will also be conducted.

The Supreme Court on July
28last year had taken suo motu
cognisance of the stray dog
menace following a news report
ontheissue, and directed auth-
orities totakestringentactions.

Sharma stated that this
year’s budget would focus on
developing basic infrastruc-
ture, expanding health ser-
vices, strengthening the city’s
sanitation system, improving
amenities and primary educa-
tion services, environmental
protection, while ensuring fi-
nancial discipline.

Sheadded that property tax
will be collected from all eli-
gible premises.

The chairperson said that

Commisioner Sanjeev Khirwar at the MCD House in New Delhi on
Wednesday. TasHi TosGvaL

the civic body has targeted an
income of Rs 17,044 crore in
2026-27 against an estimated
expenditure of around Rs

16,698 crore. In the revised esti-
mates for 2025-26, income is
pegged at around Rs 15,680
crore while expenditure is pro-

jected at Rs 16,305 crore. After
accounting for savings of about
Rs 1484 crore from 202425, the
current year is expected to close
withabalance ofaround Rs858
crore, she said.

Inordertocurbair pollution
in the Capital, a ‘Group of De-
partments’ will be formed by
bringing together all depart-
ments concerned, that will pre-
pare year-round action plans,
monitor theirimplementation,
and ensure timely and effective
execution. The group will take
concrete steps to control road
dust, monitor construction
sites, ensure waste manage-
ment, increase green cover, and
act against pollution-causing
sources, according to officials

Sharma also stated that the

councillor development fund
hasbeenincreased toRs2crore
from the previous Rs 1.55 crore
and would be released
quarterly.

The chairperson further
stated that the budget also pro-
poses regularisation of long-
serving contractual employees,
timely promotions and welfare
measures for staff. Provisions
have been made to increase
councillor development funds
and discretionary assistance
funds, with additional alloca-
tions for rural wards.

According to officials, gen-
eral discussions on the budget
will be held between February
3 and 6. On February 12, the
budget estimate shall be
adopted.

OPHANDLED FROM CAMBODIA: COPS

RS 23-crore
fraud: SIM box
used totrap
former banker

Alok Singh
New Delhi, January 28

THE PROBE into Delhi’s big-
gest digital arrest case, invol-
ving Rs 22.92 crore stolen from
a retired banker residing in
South Delhi’s Gulmohar Park,
has revealed that the accused
used a SIM box to trap the vic-
tim while posing as officers
from the Mumbai Police, the
Enforcement Directorate (ED)
and the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation (CBI).

Investigators suspect that
the entire operation was
handled from Cambodia, with
the help of a SIM box installed
illegally in the country. “A SIM
box is a set-up that holds
multiple SIM cards and can
generate thousands of calls
daily... It works as a call-for-
‘warding device that routes In-
ternet-based calls to local mo-
bile numbers, which adds
credibility to the calls for the
target,” an officer said, adding
that it is used as part of a VoIP
gateway installation.

Retired banker Naresh Mal-
hotra (78) was allegedly placed
under digital arrest for over six
weeks. He allegedly transferred
Rs 22.92 crore to 16 accounts
through 21 transactions, after
which the funds were further
splintered across seven layers
involving 4,236 transactions.

Police said Malhotra re-
ceived a call on August 1, 2025,
from a woman posing as a sen-
ior telecom official, who
claimed that his mobile
number was linked toillega
tivities. He was subsequemly
contacted by fraudsters imper-
sonatingofficers of Mumbai Po-
lice, EDand CBI. The scammers
allegedly kept him under con-
stant video surveillance and
forced him tosign anundertak-

ing to maintain secrecy. Mal-
hotrareported the mattertothe
Delhi Police IFSO (Intelligence
Fusion & Strategic Operations)
on September 19, 2025. An FIR
was filed the same day.

During the probe, officers
said found that the fraudsters
used a SIM box to initiate calls.
The location of the SIM box,
however, is yet to be traced.

An officer said that SIM
boxes are mostly used in call
centrestosend encrypted or re-
corded voice calls to multiple
people, but their installation
requires permission from gov-
ernment authorities. “On the
pretext of setting up call
centres, fraudsters take the
help of unsuspecting individ-
uals by promising them good
returns. Their job is to keep
changing fraudulently acti-
vated SIM cards, obtained
usingstolen or duplicateident-

Third minor accused of 6-year-old’s sexual
assault in Northeast Delhi traced to Bihar

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 28

DAYS AFTER asix-year-old girl
wasallegedly sexually assaulted
by three minors in Northeast
Delhi, the third minor —whois
absconding — has been traced
to Bihar, police said.

According to the police, the
other two minor boys, aged 10
and 13, were apprehended on
January 19, aday after the inci-
dent, while the third, aged 14,
wason the run.

“They (the accused and his
family) allegedly fled to Bihar.
‘We have sent multiple teams to
locate them,” an officer said.

A narrow dark lane in
Northeast Delhi houses the vic-
tim'sresidence —aroom with-
outwindows. Inthe same lane,

The boys took her to
anabandoned
Jactoryonthe
pretext of buying her
food:victim’s kin

another such room, now
locked, is where one of the ac-
cused lives.

“We shifted here seven
monthsago. Earlier, welived in
the lane opposite to this one.
The other two boys used to be
our neighbours then. They
used to play with my eldest son
whodiedacoupleofyearsago,”
the girl’s father said. These two
houses are also lying locked.

“On January 18, I dropped
my daughter near our house. I

then went to buy vegetables,”
said the girl’s father.

‘The mothersaid: “She came
and fainted. She was bleeding.
After she regained conscious-
ness, she told me that she fell
down. The boy who lives next
door, who arrived soon after
her, claimed that he had seen
her falling.”

“We have known him for
the last seven months. But he
barely talked to my daughter,”
the mother added. When she
insisted that her daughter told
her how she fell, the child broke
down. “She told me thatthe boy
who arrived after her, and two
others, promised to feed her
chowmein. They had spotted
her standing alone after her
father left. She said they took
her to the second floor of a

nearby abandoned factoryand
assaulted her,” the mothersaid.

Express News Service
Noida, January 28

‘TWO MORE persons have been
arrested in connection with the
alleged suicide of a20-year-old
second-year BTech studentata
private hostel in Greater
Noida’s Knowledge Park-3 last
week, police said.

The student died on the in-
tervening night of January 23
and 24. Officers said the ar-
rested accused are wardens at
the hostel where the incident
took place. Two others, also as-
sociated with the hostel admin-
istration, were arrested on Sun-
day in connection with the
case, they added.

Police said an FIR was regis-
tered under sections 191(2) un-
lawful assembly, 115(2)(volun-
tarily causing hurt) and 108
(abetment of suicide) of the
Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita at
Knowledge Park police station,

Two more held for
student’s ‘suicide’ at
Greater Noida hostel

Accordingto the police, the
student had returned to the
hostel late in the night, along
with two friends, and was alleg-
edly under the influence of al-
cohol. Hostel authorities alleg-
edly reprimanded him for
violating hostel rules and re-
corded a video of the incident,
which was later sent to his
father. Additional Deputy
Commissioner of Police
(Greater Noida) Sudhir Kumar
said, “When the student en-
tered the hostel, the hostel
warden and guards started
scolding him.”

“After receiving the video,
thefatherallegedlyscolded him
over phoneand told him that he
wouldbecalled backhome,”an
officersaid, addingthat the stu-
dent allegedly “appeared dis-
tressed after the calland subse-
quentlyjumped fromthe fourth
floor of the hostel building”. He
was rushed toanearby hospital,

The familyalsoclaimedthat | followingacomplaintfromthe where doctors declared him
she was gagged and beatenup | student’s family. dead, police added.
befor 1. Officers

said that they did find blood-
stainsand torn pieces of clothes
at thessite of the incident.

Thegirlwas rushed toa hos-
pital, officers said. The family
said that the six-year-old is now
home, stable.

“She could not walk for two
days after the incident. Two of
the boys are now with their
families after they visited the
Child Welfare Committee.
Same will happen to the third
after heiscaught. Is thisjustice?
They have committed a crime
like adults. Why should they be
dealt with as children?” the
girl’s mother said.

Advt. N
ENTRANCE TEST - CUM - ADMISSION NOTICE

PANJAB UNIVERSITY, CHANDIGARH

02/26/CET)

Teaching Departments!
as under-

NAME OF ENTRANCE TEST

DATES OF TESTS
FOR-2026

TENTATIVE LAST DATE
FOR ONLINE REGISTRATION

1| BBA-MBA Intograted Programme

19042026 (Sunday)

3103-2026 (Tuesday)

7 [PUBABCom.LLE Mons) | oq oranz6 (suncay) | 00-042028 Thursciy)
3 |PUCET (U.G.) 10-05-2026 (Sunday) 22404-2026 (Wednesday)
4 |PUTHAT 15-05-2026 (Friday) 01-05-2026 (Friday)

14-06-2026 (Sunday]

14-06-2026 (Sunday)

1,

27-05-2026 (Wednesday)

7 [Pu-ceTp) Fric

8 [PU-LLB, (3 Vears)

(Chandigarh)

122072026 (Sunday)

30-06-2026 (Tuesday)

10_|MBA (CDOE)

1907-2026 (Sunday)

04-07-2026 (Saturday)

26072026 (Sunday)

14-07-2026 (Tuesday)

71| LLB.3 Year Course Migration Test
12_[PhD. 13092026 (Sunday)

27-08-2026 (Thursday)

13 [BABLoR L8 Fone Ve
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states over

inadequate measures
to control stray dogs

Express News Service
New Delhi, January 28

EXPRESSING DISPLEASURE over

ities through compromised
point-of-sale outlets, while
knowing they are working for
call centres. It can generate
thousands of callsaday by con-
stantly rotating multiple SIM
cards,” the officer added.

The probe has so far led to
the arrest of five persons, who
have also been chargesheeted
inacourtlast month. Investiga-
tors have found that the
fraudsters operated in two
chains - one group made calls,
while another group trans-
ferred the defrauded money
between multiple accounts.

Police identified the ac-
cused as Ashok, Mohit, Amit,
Samarjeet and Kanakpal, resi-
dents of Delhi, Haryana, Uttar
Pradesh and Uttarakhand.
“They are mule account
holders and facilitators... The
main operator of both the
chains is based in Cambodia,”
said an officer.

the lack of

increase ABC centres”.
Referring to an a

brugarh has one such centre.

Agarwalalsosaid that the affida-
vitfiled by states has no mention of
surveys conducted in institutional
areastoseeiftheyhavebeen fenced
to prevent the entry of stray dogs.

steps taken by
state governments to control stray
dogs, the Supreme Court Wednesday
said “they are all building castles in
theair”. The remark cameasamicus
curiae Senior Advocate Gaurav Agar-
wal explained to a bench of Vikram
Nath, Sandeep Mehta and NV Anja-
ria, the measures putin place by vari-
ous states to comply with the court’s
orders. The top court was hearing a
suomotu case, initiated by it last July.
Agarwalsaid the number of Ani-
mal Birth Control (ABC) centres in
Assam is “inadequate” and “there
should be a detailed action plan to

avit by
Assam, the court asked, “As of day,
they don’t have a single dog
centre?” Agarwal said that only Di-

The bench said, “They

building castles in the air. None of
the states have given data on the
number of dog bites except Assam.”

The bench was also irked over
thestatistics provided by Jharkhand
on sterilisation of strays. “1.6 lakh
dogs were sterilised in two months?
How many dogs cana caged vehicle
catchinaday? Absolutely fudged up

figures,” it said.

20,648 is insufficient.

Agarwal pointed out that as per
Bihar’s affidavit, there are 34 ABC
centres and 20,648 dogs have been
sterilised. He, however, said the state
had not mentioned its daily capacity
of sterilisation, adding that if there
are over 6 lakh dogs, sterilisation of
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HANDLOOM PXPORT
sromOTION COUNCIL

clothing.

The Handloom Export Promotion Council (HEPC) proudly
welcomes the India — EU Trade Agreement under the visionary
leadership of Hon’ble Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi truly
the “Mother of All Trade Deals”, historical, monumental and
ambitious.

Key Highlights for Textiles, Apparel, Clothing Sector

<« Zero duty applicable from day one for textiles, apparel and

% FTA unlocks access to the $263.5 billion EU textile market.

<« Improved price realisation and expanded opportunities for
labour-intensive sectors.

Handloom Export Promotion Council (Ministry of Textiles, Govt. of India)
Address: 34, Cathedral Garden Road, Nungambakkam. Chennai - 600034, Tamil Nadu, India
Tel: +91 44 28278879 / 6043 | Email: hepe@hepcindia.com | Website: www.hepcindia.com
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Particulars T
(udites) |(Onauattod) fna

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1 12
. [Total Income from Operations 1,592.30 | 72036 | 4313.80 | 1,68566 | 2.712.38 | 159220 72085 | 431304 | 1,686.50 | 2.71345
2 b beie, % | 27247 | 32342 | s0421| so158 | 85022 | 27124 | 32309| 90238| 59047 | 84765
3 ::elt:mm/ (Loss) for the period be'm.'::m) 27247 32342 904.21 591.58 850.22 271.24 323.09 902.38 590.47 847.65
4 gf;;’.“‘gf‘;”;‘,’f?“’ jigperiod “I“e"‘f“/‘a“e’ 24826  317.12| 84686 | 54621 | 73291 247,69 31688 | 84565 54542 730.95
5. [ Conpraere o e pee?

[Compising Prf{Loss) for e perd el 24850|  317.00| 84758 | 5461 | 72495 |  247.93 31685 | 84637 | 54532 72299

and Oth o oy |
& [Paid up Equl(y Share Capital 3665.86 | 366586 | 3.665.88 | 366586 | 3.665.88 | 3.665.86 | 366586 | 366588 | 366588 | 366588
7. [Other equity (excluding Revaluation Reserve) | 7,807.57 | 7,199.56 | 7,807.67 | 7,199.56 | 7,383.46 | 7.802.53 | 7.196.20 | 7,80253 | 7,196.29 | 7.379.32
&, [Securfies Premium Account - - - 5 5 . . - 5 5
9. [Networh® 11,449.90 | 10,8654 | 11,449.90 | 10,865.44 | 11,044.29 | 11,444.86 | 10,862.17 | 11,444.86 | 10,862.17 | 11,040.15
10.[Paid up Debt Capital 23,572.28 | 20,717.95 | 23,572.28 | 20,717.95 | 22,044.68 | 23,676.15 | 20,781.14 | 23,676.15 | 20,781.14 | 22.109.22
1. [Oustanding Redeemable Preference Shares - - - - 5 5 5 - . .
12.|Debt Equiy Rafio 205 1.91 205 1.91 2.00 2.06 1.91 2.06 1.01 2.00
13, [Earmings Per equiy share (of Rs, 10)-each)

(for continuing and discontinued operations) —

1.Basic : (nRs) 0.68 0.87 2.31 149 2.00 0.68 0.86 231 1.49 2.00

2 Dited : (i Rs) 0.68 0.87 231 1.49 2.00 0.68 0.86 231 1.49 2.00
74 |Capial Redempfion Reserve 5 5 5 5 5 . - . . 5
15, [Debenture Redempion Reserve 441.16 | 33299 441.16 | 33200 | 36284 |  441.16 33299 |  441.16| 33209 | 36284
16. | Debt Service Coverage Ratio 1.69 244 1.75 1.92 1.92 1.68 232 1.74 1.87 1.89
7. [Inerest Service Coverage Ratio 234 404 258 381 351 234 404 256 381 350

Notes:

1. The above resul(s have been approved by the Board olDlrsc(crs attheir meellng held on 27.01.2026.

# - Exceptional and/or Extraordinary items adjusted in the Statement of Profit and Loss in accordance with Ind AS Rules / AS Rules, whichever is applicable.
*Excluding fly ash utiization reserve.
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